CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

ployment of Christians in administrative
duties. Naturally zealots appeared at all
times on the Muhammedan as well as on
the Christian side and occasionally isolated
acts of oppression took place : these were,
however, exceptional. So late as the
eleventh century, church funeral proces-
sions were able to pass through the streets
of Bagdad with all the emblems of Chris-
tianity and disturbances were recorded by
the chroniclers as exceptional. In Egypt,
Christian festivals were also regarded to
some extent as holidays by the Muhamme-
dan population. We have but to imagine
these conditions reversed in a Christian
kingdom of the early middle ages and the
probability of my theory will become
obvious.

The Christians of the East, who had
broken for the most part with the orthodox
Church, also regarded Islam as a lesser evil
than the Byzantine established Church.
Moreover Islam, as being both a political